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COVID Referrals

Senator Alex Antic asked:

In response to my FOI request to the Department of Home Affairs reference number FA
22/12/00629 one document was refused release in full, and one document was
released as follows:

* Online Content Incident Arrangement (OCIA) Procedure Guideline (28 page document
exempt from release in full) (“OCIA Document”);

* Number of Department of Home Affairs’ referrals to digital platforms (1 page internal
Department document released in full) (“Referrals Document”)

Does the Department of Home Affairs maintain a database or spreadsheet of the 4,213
COVID-19 related content referrals referred to in the Referrals Document referred to
above?

a) If so, please provide a full unredacted copy of the database or spreadsheet.

Answer:

The Department’s referrals of COVID-19 misinformation and disinformation to social
media platforms for review against their terms of service are attached. The Department
has made minor redactions of content on the basis of advice from other national
security agencies that the content could damage Australia’s national security or breach
obligations of confidentiality in relation to victims of cyber incidents.



